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of Aishah. Yazid was soon compelled to send an army against
these malcontents. Madinah was sacked, and Yazid's troops
proceeded to Mecca, which they besieged. Their catapults
were even directed against the holy mosque, and the Kaaba
itself caught fire and was burnt to the ground, the sacred
black stone being split in three pieces. The Arab writer
At-Tabari, using a simile perhaps more conventional in his
time than now, laments that ' the House of''Allah looked like
the torn bosoms of a mourning woman'.

Meanwhile Yazid had died and been succeeded by his son
Muawiyah, who had a short and ineffectual reign. Another
branch of the Omayyad family then founded a new dynasty.
The aged Marwan, after whom it was named, also bequeathed
the Caliphate to his son, Abdul Malik. This young man almost
at once found it necessary to send yet another army against
the still-dissident people of Mecca, and he chose as his com-
mander a character who now appears on the scene for the
first time, but is later destined to loom large in the early
history of the Iraqi state. This was Hajjaj ibn Yusuf, a one-
time Hejazi schoolmaster, but now a general with a reputation
for iron-handed discipline. Hajjaj took Mecca after a siege
of six months, and slew the principal pretender to the
Caliphate, Ibn Al-Zubair. This was the end of the Holy
Cities of the Hejaz, as far as temporal aspirations were con-
cerned. They did not again presume to dispute the authority
of Damascus, nor later of Baghdad. Henceforward the history
of Arabia * begins to deal more with the effect of the outer
world on the peninsula, and less with the effect of the penin-
sula on the outside world. The vigour of the mother " island "
had spent itself*.

Hajjaj, who was now made governor of Arabia, took two
years to bring under control and pacify the Hejaz and Yemen.
He was then called upon to do the same in Iraq. It was
considered that he would find this no easy task, for the Iraqis
of that time were what the Arab writer Yaqubi describes as
* men of schism and hypocrisy'. The Omayyad authority was
still receiving strong opposition both from the Shiah sup-
porters of the martyred Hashimites and from the fanatical
Kharijite sect. Hajjaj's method of approach was typical of
his subsequent conduct, and has captured the imagination of
many later generations of Arabs. He arrived at Kufa dis-